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The career and music of Seattle-based composer/arranger and trumpeter Jim 
Knapp is a known and respected quantity in the inner circles of jazz music, 
inhabited by its musicians, bandleaders, journalists and educators. Those 
fortunate enough to gain awareness of the intrinsic beauty of his music, place 
the work of his Composers and Improvisers Orchestra of the ‘70s-’80s, and his 
more recent assemblage, the 13-piece Jim Knapp Orchestra, in the upper 
echelon of modern jazz composition. For this 2009 session, we find the band 
focused and in top form, as it often was during a very active period in the early 
2000s. Made up of a highly creative collection of colleagues from the Cornish 
College of the Arts, former students, and Seattle professionals, the music was 
approached with seriousness, dedication and honor, with the fun and fulfillment 
that comes with that level of involvement very evident. 
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1  Miami Vince 5:04
2  Afterthought  2:46
3  The Presence of Absence  8:57
4  Kumasi  8:42
5  Gray Skies 7:10
6  Forward Motion  5:49
7  Modal Horizon 6:34
8  Nerds of Steel 6:31

“Jim Knapp’s music is full of intensity, emotion and creative textures. His 
music should be more known. It’s among the best of orchestral jazz being 
written these days.”

MARIA SCHNEIDER

JIM KNAPP
ORCHESTRA

It’s not business,
  it’s personal

PAUL TAUB  FLUTES
MARK TAYLOR  ALTO & SOPRANO SAX
STEVE TRESELER  ALTO & TENOR SAX
STUART MACDONALD  TENOR SAX
JIM DEJOIE  BARI SAX, CLARINETS, FLUTE
BRAD ALLISON  TRUMPET, FLUGELHORN
VERN SIELERT  TRUMPET, FLUGELHORN
JAY THOMAS  TRUMPET, FLUGELHORN

COMPOSED, ARRANGED & CONDUCTED 

BY JIM KNAPP

Produced by Jim Knapp
Recorded & mixed by Rick Parashar at 
London Bridge Studio, Seattle, WA
Recorded February 20-22, 2009
Mastered by Dan Dean at 
Dan Dean Productions, Mercer Island, WA
Cover design & layout by John Bishop 

TOM VARNER  FRENCH HORN
JEFF HAY  TROMBONE 
CHRIS STOVER  BASS TROMBONE
JOHN HANSEN  PIANO 
JON HAMAR  BASS
MATT JORGENSEN  DRUMS
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